Whole procedure was repeated in triplicate and viable cells were calculated using hemocytometer before and after extracts addition (Dantuet al., 2012) .
MTT assay:
In every well 100 μL of MTT (3-(4,5-dimethylthiazol-2-yl)-2,5-diphenyltetrazolium bromide) in phosphate buffered saline was added and incubated at 37°C for 4 hours. The medium with MTT was flipped off and the formed formazan crystals was solubilized in 100 μL of DMSO. Using micro plate reader the absorbance was measured at 490 nm. The %cell inhibition was determined using the following formula (Cheng et al., 2011) .
Absorbance sample % Cell inhibition = 1 -x 100 Absorbance control Graph was plotted against concentrations to calculate IC50.
Statistical analysis:
A logistic linear regression model was fit to the data using Microsoft Excel 2013 Software to calculate the IC50. The data obtained were expressed as mean ± standard deviation. A value of p<0.05 was considered as significant.
Results and Discussion
The anticancer activity of n-hexane and aqueous methanolic extract of M. nigra (leaves) against HeLa cancer cell line is shown in Table I . 100 µg/mL aqueous methanol extract of M. nigra inhibited 89.5-32.0% of HeLa cell line. Estimated IC50 of n-hexane and aqueous methanolic of M. nigra against HeLa cancer cell line at 24 hours was 185.9 ± 8.3 µg/mL and 56.0 ± 1.7 µg/mL respectively. n-Hexane and aqueous methanolic extract at 1, 10, 25, 50 and 100 µg/mL had shown dose dependent inhibition of cells. Sundararajan et al. (2006) also evaluated anticancer activity of n-hexane extract of Bidens pilosa on HeLa and KB cell lines corroborated our findings with IC50 values of 509.2 ± 6.3 µg/mL and 385.2 ± 4.7 µg/mL respecttively. A lower IC50 of Carthamus oxyacanthus (whole plant) indicates that it has phytochemical constituents that synergistically inhibit growth of cancer cells (Alesiani et al., 2010) .
It can be concluded that M. nigra (leaves) possess anticancer activity against cervical (HeLa) cancer cell line. 
